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Blue Badge Holders 
Dorset Council have been working on the ‘Blue Badge Car Park Charging Policy’. It has completed the 
document to the draft stage and needs feedback to make sure that it will work for Blue Badge holders. The 
policy will cover Dorset Council car parks, this does not include car parks in the Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole areas. 
  
Cllr Gredley is the Parish Council member for these parking consultations, and if anybody has as a Blue Badge 
or are carers/drivers of Blue Badge holders and wish to further contribute or comment on the ‘Blue Badge Car 
Park Charging Policy’ can contact him at iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk   It is really important that these 
policy makers capture the understanding of residents who use Blue Badges and by providing feedback about 
the proposed policy and how it may impact people positively or negatively. 
 
 
 

The Royal British Legion Blandford & District Branch 
A Veterans Hub has been created to support our military veterans, their families and dependents at the 
Blandford & District Branch of the Royal British Legion. This is an opportunity to meet fellow veterans over a 
cup of tea and people do not have to be a member of the Royal British Legion to access this.  The support team 
meet in the Poppy Stables of Legion House, Church Lane, Blandford Forum.  Please contact Terry Clarkson 
(Branch Chairman) on 07914 067709 or email terryvonne@hotmail.com for further information. 
 
 
 

‘Let’s talk Winter ‘ #LetsTalkWinter  
There are NHS posters around the village and on the Parish website www.shroton.org for tips and ideas to stay 
safe and well over the coming months.  I have left some card-size information/tips for staying safe in the village 
hall (servery hatch area) – there is unfortunately, a limited supply of these at this time.  Further advice can be 
obtained from the https://staywelldorset.nhs.uk/ site. 
 
 

Dorset Local Access Forum  
Work focuses on all access issues relevant to the county as well as those debated nationally. A range of local 
interests are considered, from walking, horse riding, cycling, horse carriage driving, 4X4 use, people with 
disabilities, young people, farmers, foresters, conservation, public health bodies, tourist organisations, and 
public transport teams. Anybody involved in public access to open spaces and rights of way. 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/rights-of-way/dorset-local-access-forum/dorset-
local-access-forum-1  Members of the LAF are all volunteers and include a range of people from the local 
community, including: landowners and land managers, access users such as walkers, cyclists & horse riders and 
those with other interests, such as health and conservation.   This forum highlights how important the 
management and development of public rights of way and public greenspace is to local people. For further 
information contact tara.hansford@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

 

Community Governance Review 
Readers may remember a short report from the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2021.  This review provided 
Parishes with an opportunity to determine whether its Parish Council needs to review its size (increase or 
decrease in the number of council members), the potential for creating new ward boundaries or warding 
arrangements, to change Parish names or creating/merging with another council (grouping or de-grouping). 



The following timetable provides you with the dates for the completion of this review and the further 
opportunity to comment on draft recommendations. 
 

• Draft recommendations to Full Council – 15 February 2022  
• Public consultation on draft recommendations – 28 February 2022 to 23 May 2022 (12 weeks)  
• Final recommendations to Full Council - 14 July 2022  

  
It was agreed in May 2021 that the current size of the joint Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council enabled 
swift consideration of issues and facilitated decision making, and that the council was operating effectively 
with no proposed changes to the Ward Boundaries or the creation or merger with another council. 
 
 

Gore Clump 
Local consultation is currently underway for approval on the improvement works at Gore Clump by Compton 
Abbas airfield. The work to pull all the different landowners and stakeholder groups together has taken far too 
long, but now details on previous objections have been addressed the legal process of consultation can take 
place.  Dorset Cllr Somper has engaged with the four Parish Councils that this small but significant piece of land 
sits in; to ensure they have been kept informed of all the planned work and are in regular discussion with Portfolio 
Holder and Highways Officers. Any works to the area will not require disruption (road closures) to surrounding 
roads i.e. A350/C13 as the main work is to be completed away from the main road. 
 
 
Dorset Library Consultation – What do you want from your library? 
Dorset Council has launched a public consultation to inform how they develop and deliver their library service in 
the future. Library users and non-users are being asked to share their views on how they want to shape the use 
of libraries. The consultation runs from 25 October 2021 to 7 January 2022.  It’s important to hear from as many 
people as possible including people who don’t ever use the service to understand why and what can DC to to 
encourage more use.  
 
Link to the consultation 2021 (snapsurveys.com)   
 
Libraries are at the heart of our Dorset’s communities and provide highly valued services, including book 
lending, activities and events, reading groups, skills and learning, health and wellbeing, information provision, 
digital access and support, and art and cultural exhibitions. People of all ages can enjoy all of this and more, 
within a safe and welcoming environment.   The current library strategy is 11 years old, and during those 11 
years, there have been significant changes in public behaviour and digital technology, and the impacts of the 
Covid pandemic have been felt. This consultation seeks to look to the future of Dorset’s libraries – how can they 
best meet the needs of local residents and communities, now and over the next ten years? 

 

The Parish website – www.shroton.org  
Displays regular updates for Covid-19 advice and information, local government consultations, planning 
matters, countryside information, traffic & weather news together with details of the work and organisation of 
the Parish Council and what is happening in the village and local area.  You can contact contact the Parish 
Council on iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  
 

 


